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            Motherwell, 11 March 1997 at 2 pm.

    A Meeting of the ENVIRONMENTAL  SERVICES  COMMITTEE

PRESENT

Councillor Combe, Convener; Councillor Hogg, Vice-Convener; Councillors
A. Burns, Curley, Gilchrist, Hebenton, McAlorum, J. McKenna, McKeown,
Maginnis, J. Martin, Provost Mathieson, V. Murray, Nolan and Selfridge.

CHAIR

Councillor Combe (Convener) presided.

IN  ATTENDANCE

The Committee Services Officer, Director of Environmental Services and
Principle Accountant, Department of Finance.

APOLOGIES

Councillors E. Burns, Cefferty, McGhee and Smith.

E-COLI  OUTBREAK

(1)  UPDATE  REPORT

1.      With reference to paragraph 1 of the Minute of the meeting of
this
        Committee held on 21 January 1997, there was submitted a
        report (docketed) dated 28 February 1997 by the Director of
        Environmental Services advising of the up-to-date position
        regarding the outbreak of E-Coli food poisoning in the Wishaw
        area.

        Decided: that the terms of the report be noted.

(2)  PENNINGTON  EXPERT  GROUP  -  INTERIM  REPORT

2.      With reference to paragraph 1 of the Minute of the meeting of
this
        Committee held on 21 January 1997, there was submitted a
        report (docketed) dated 18 February 1997 by the Director of
        Environmental Services (1) advising that, following receipt of
the
        Pennington Expert Group's interim report on the E-Coli outbreak,
        the Scottish Office had sought the Council's views on the
Group's
        proposals on selective licensing and physical separation by 28
        February 1997, and (2) enclosing, as an Appendix to his report,
        the observations on these matters which he had forwarded to the
        Scottish Office.

        Decided:



        (1)   that the action taken by the Director of Environmental
              Services in responding to the Scottish Office be
              homologated, and

        (2)   that the terms of the report be otherwise noted.

REVIEW  OF  PROCEDURES  FOR  HANDLING  FOOD  POISONING
OUTBREAKS

3.      There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 5 March 1997 by
        the Director of Environmental Services advising that the
Scottish
        Office, Department of Agriculture, Environment and Fisheries had
        recently invited local authorities to review their procedures
for
        handling food poisoning outbreaks and enclosing a copy of the
        response which he had sent to the Scottish Office on behalf of
the
        Council.

        Decided:

        (1)   that the action taken by the Director of Environmental
              Services in responding to the Scottish Office, Department
              of Agriculture, Environment and Fisheries be homologated,
              and

        (2)   that the terms of the report be otherwise noted.

DEPARTMENT  OF  ENVIRONMENTAL  SERVICES  -  FINANCIAL
MONITORING  REPORT

4.      There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 20 February 1997
        by the Director of Finance advising of current spending levels
of
        the Department of Environmental Services' for the period from 1
        April 1996 to 2 February 1997 and providing a comparison with
        the approved budget excluding loan charges, central
        administration recharges and the central repairs account.

        Decided: that the terms of the report be noted.

COMPULSORY  COMPETITIVE  TENDERING

(1)  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  BUILDING  CLEANING  AND  ASSOCIATED
     SERVICES

5.      With reference to paragraph 16 of the Minute of the meeting of
        this Committee held on 21 January 1997, there was submitted a
        report (docketed) dated 19 February 1997 by the Director of
        Environmental Services advising of the recent publication of the
        statutory advertisement notifying prospective contractors that
the



        Council intends to invite tenders for the Compulsory Competitive
        Tendering Building Cleaning contract and that the draft
        specification is available to view or purchase.

        Decided: that the terms of the report be noted.

(2)  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE  REPAIR  AND  MAINTENANCE  OF
     VEHICLE  AND  PLANT

6.      With reference to paragraph 14 of the Minute of the meeting of
        this Committee held on 21 January 1997, there was submitted a
        report (docketed) dated 4 March 1997 by the Director of
        Environmental Services giving details of the proposed
        arrangements, timetable, etc. in respect of the contract for the
        repair and maintenance of vehicle and plant formerly belonging
        to Cumbernauld and Kilsyth and Monklands District Councils
        which require to be awarded, in terms of the Compulsory
        Competitive Tendering legislation, by 1 October 1997.  There was
        then submitted a report (tabled and docketed) dated 10 March
        1997 by the Director of Environmental Services (1) referring to
the
        proposed two extensions, each of 12 months duration, in respect
        of the existing CCT contract for vehicles formerly belonging to
the
        Strathclyde Regional Council for this area, and (2) advising
that
        the DSO contractor has requested that consideration be given to
        a reduction in the overhead charges set against the contract and
        proposing that the contract be extended to 31 July 1999.

        Decided:

        (1)   that the Director of Environmental Services be instructed
to
              advertise the CCT contract for the repair and maintenance
              of vehicles and plant in the manner, scope and timing as
              detailed in the reports;

        (2)   that the proposed action to be taken and timetable
              contained in the Director of Environmental Services'
reports
              be approved;

        (3)   that Special meetings to consider reports on CCT be
              arranged as necessary in accordance with Standing
              Orders, and

        (4)   that, subject to the approval of the Finance Committee,
(a)
              the DSO Contractor for the current CCT contract for the
              maintenance of vehicles belonging to the Strathclyde
              Regional Council for this area be granted two extensions,
              each of 12 months duration, thereby extending the
              contract until 31 July 1999, and (b) the overheads to the
              Contractor in respect of the Bellshill Depot be reduced in
              line with the provisions proposed in the report.



VEHICLE  REPLACEMENT  PROGRAMME  -  PURCHASE/LEASE  OF
VEHICLES  AND  PLANT

7.      There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 3 March 1997 by
        the Director of Environmental Services reporting on tenders
        received for the purchase/lease of vehicles and plant.

        Decided:

        (1)   that the tenders, detailed in Appendix 2 to the report be
              accepted by the Director of Administration, and

        (2)   that the action taken by the Director of Environmental
              Services in accepting the tenders to purchase twenty one
              2,830 kg vans and three 4,000 kg compact sweepers by
              virtue of the urgency of the situation as detailed in the
              report, be homologated.

PART IV  -  THE  ENVIRONMENT  ACT  1995  -  LOCAL  AIR  QUALITY
MANAGEMENT

8.      There was submitted a report dated 17 February 1997 by the
        Director of Environmental Services (1) advising that Part IV of
the
        Environment Act 1995 and the draft national Air Quality Strategy
        set out a new system of local air quality management which will
        require local authorities to review and assess the quality of
the air
        in their areas against air quality objectives; (2) summarising
the
        monitoring of air quality which is currently undertaken at
various
        sites throughout the Council area, and (3) indicating that,
subject
        to further investigation, the compliance with the draft
objectives is
        either currently being achieved or will be achieved in the near
        future without the requirement for significant action by the
        Council.

        Decided: that the terms of the report be noted.

ENVIRONMENTAL  PROTECTION  ACT  1990

(1)  PROPOSED  INTRODUCTION  OF  ABANDONED  SHOPPING
     TROLLEY  COLLECTION  SCHEME  AND  CHARGING  SYSTEM

9. C    With reference to paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of
this
        Committee held on 15 October 1996, there was submitted a
        report (docketed) dated 13 November 1996 by the Director of
        Environmental Services (1) referring to the proposed
introduction
        of an Abandoned Shopping Trolley Collection Scheme and
        Charging System; (2) advising that the consultation process with



        the major retailers within the North Lanarkshire area had now
        been completed, and (3) enclosing a copy of the proposed
        resolution for the Recovery of Luggage and Shopping Trolleys
        required in terms of Schedule 4 of Section 99 of the
Environmental
        Protection Act 1990.

        Decided: that the resolution, as detailed in the Director of
                 Environmental Services' report, to introduce a
                 collection scheme/charging system for the uplift of
                 abandoned shopping trolleys be recommended for
                 approval.

(2)  SERVICE  OF  NOTICES  IN  RESPECT  OF  STATUTORY  NUISANCES

10.     There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 February 1997
        by the Director of Environmental Services containing details of
        notices which had been served by his Department in respect of
        statutory noise nuisances in terms of the Environmental
Protection
        Act 1990.

        Decided: that the action taken in serving the notices be noted.

(3)  SECTION  80  NOTICE  REQUIRING  ABATEMENT  OF  A
     STATUTORY  NUISANCE

11.     There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 13 February 1997
        by the Director of Environmental Services containing details of
a
        notice which had been served by his Department in respect of a
        statutory refuse nuisance in terms of Section 80 of the
        Environmental Protection Act 1990.

        Decided: that the action taken in serving the notice be noted.

FEES  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  THE  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES  ACT
1985

12.     There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 28 February 1997
        by the Director of Environmental Services proposing an increase
in
        the scale of charges for the performance of regulated tasks by
        Inspectors of Weights and Measures with effect from 1 April
1997.

        Decided: that the Council approve the revised scale of charges,
                 as detailed in the Appendix to the report by the
                 Director of Environmental Services.

TRADE  DESCRIPTION  ACT  1968  -  CASE  AGAINST  MOHAMMED
ASHRAF,  NOOR  JAHAN  KARAHI  INDIAN  RESTAURANT,



34  HILL  STREET  WISHAW

13.     There was submitted a report dated 9 January 1997 by the
        Director of Environmental Services advising of the outcome of
legal
        proceedings against Mohammed Ashraf, Noor Jahan Karahi
        Indian Restaurant, 34 Hill Street, Wishaw arising from a report
by
        the former Motherwell District Council in respect of a
contravention
        of Section 1(1)(b) of the Trade Descriptions Act 1968, the
accused
        being fined $500.

        Decided: that the terms of the report be noted.

ACTIVITIES  OF  ENVIRONMENTAL  EDUCATION  AND  CONSUMER
ADVICE  UNIT  -  CHILD  SAFETY  WEEK

14.     There was submitted a report dated 18 February 1997 by the
        Director of Environmental Services summarising the activities of
his
        Department's Environmental Education and Consumer Advice Unit
        to promote home and garden safety during Child Safety Week
        being held from 26 May to 2 June 1997, and enclosing a copy of
        the Unit's booklet entitled "Garden Safety".

        Decided: that the terms of the report and booklet be noted.

EASTER  HOME  SAFETY  COMPETITION

15.     There was submitted a report dated 4 March 1997 by the Director
        of Environmental Services giving details of the Annual Easter
        Home Safety Competition which his Department had run in
        conjunction with the Department of Education and involved two
        age groups of children from selected Primary Schools.

        Decided: that the terms of the report be noted.

SCOTTISH  ACCIDENT  PREVENTION  COUNCIL'S  AWARD  FOR  HOME
SAFETY

16.     There was submitted a report dated 4 March 1997 by the Director
        of Environmental Services advising that his Department's
        Environmental Education and Consumer Advice Unit have won the
        prestigious Category 1 Award for Home Safety from the Scottish
        Accident Prevention Council, the Award to be presented at a
        ceremony to be arranged.

        Decided: that the terms of the report be noted.

PROVISION  OF  KENNELLING  SERVICES



17.     There was submitted a report dated 17 February 1997 by the
        Director of Environmental Services seeking approval to extend
the
        Council's current contract with the Scottish Society for
Prevention
        of Cruelty to Animals for the provision of kennelling services
from
        1 April 1997 to 31 March 2000.

        Decided: that the Council's current contract with the Scottish
                 Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals be
                 extended for a further three year period from 1 April
                 1997 to 31 March 2000.

DOG  WARDEN  SERVICE

18.     With reference to paragraph 19 of the Minute of the meeting of
        this Committee held on 21 January 1997, there was submitted a
        report dated 14 February 1997 by the Director of Environmental
        Services advising of the Dog Warden Service operated during the
        months of December 1996 and January 1997.

        Decided: that the terms of the report be noted.

NATIONAL  SPRING  CLEAN  CAMPAIGN  -  18-27  APRIL  1997

19.     With reference to paragraph 20 of the Minute of the meeting of
        this Committee held on 21 January 1997, there was submitted a
        report dated 4 March 1997 by the Director of Environmental
        Services summarising the up to date position regarding the
        National Spring Clean Week, the events/clean-ups for which were
        being co-ordinated by his Department.

        Decided: that the terms of the report be noted.

HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT  1987  -  SERVICE  OF  IMPROVEMENT
ORDERS

20.     There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 13 February 1997
        by the Director of Environmental Services giving details of
        Improvement Orders which had been served by his Department in
        respect of sub tolerable houses in terms of Section 88 of the
        Housing (Scotland) Act 1987.

        Decided: that the terms of the report be noted.

FEE  FOR  LICENCES  TO  STORE  PETROLEUM

21.     There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 28 February 1997
        by the Director of Environmental Services giving details of the
fees



        for the issue of licences to store petroleum spirit which have
been
        statutorily increased with effect from 1 April 1997.

        Decided: that the terms of the report be noted.

PETROLEUM  LICENCES  ISSUED

22.     With reference to paragraph 18 of the Minute of the meeting of
        this Committee held on 21 January 1997, there was submitted a
        report (docketed) dated 13 February 1997 by the Director of
        Environmental Services containing details of the various
premises
        throughout the North Lanarkshire area which had been licensed
        by his Department during January 1997 to store petroleum spirit.

        Decided: that the terms of the report be noted.

PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951,  RIDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT  1964
AND  1970  AND  BREEDING  OF  DOGS  ACT  1973

23.     There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 19 February 1997
        by the Director of Environmental Services containing details of
        various premises throughout the North Lanarkshire area which had
        been licensed by his Department in terms of the Pet Animals Act
        1951, Riding Establishments Acts 1964 and 1970 and Breeding
        of Dogs Act 1973.

        Decided: that the terms of the report be noted.

INSTITUTE  OF  ACOUSTICS  -  EXAMINATION  SUCCESS

24.     There was submitted a report dated 13 February 1997 by the
        Director of Environmental Services advising that an officer from
his
        Department had recently been awarded a Certificate of
        Competence in Environmental Noise Measurement.

        Decided: that the contents of the report be noted and the
officer
                 congratulated on her success.

GOOD  ENFORCEMENT  -  APPLICATION  OF  SECTION  5  OF  THE
DEREGULATION  AND  CONTRACTING  OUT  ACT  1994

25.     There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 3 March 1997 by
        the Director of Environmental Services (1) enclosing a copy of a
        letter dated 10 January 1997 from the Convention of Scottish
        Local Authorities referring to a consultation document received
        from the Cabinet Office Deregulation Unit and seeking the
        Council's comments on the proposal to introduce business-
friendly



        enforcement procedures to Trading Standards, Care Services and
        Environmental Health Services, and (2) containing his
observations
        on the proposals contained within the consultation document.

        Decided: that the observations contained within the report be
                 forwarded to the Convention of Scottish Local
                 Authorities by the Director of Administration as the
                 Council's response to the consultation document.


