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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

To: ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
SE RVI C ES 

Date: 8thApril 1997 Ref: PJNMD 

PROPOSED DECISION 

Subject: 
Letter from Greenpeace regarding British 
Nuclear Fuels Ltd. Sellafield Works - 
Emissions 

To note the report and thereafter decide whether to lodge an objection with regard to two 
applications by British Nuclear Fuels Ltd for variations to their consents to discharge radioactive 
substances from Sellafield. 

BACKGROUND 

This matter relates to the processing of spent Magnox and Oxide fuels at the Sellafield Works 
in Cumbria. 

A communication as detailed at Appendix A has been received from Greenpeace inviting North 
Lanarkshire Council to join them in opposing two current applications by British Nuclear Fuels 
Ltd to vary their consents to discharge radioactive gas from Sellafield to the atmosphere and 
discharge liquid nuclear wastes into the Irish sea from the EARP plant. 
Some organisations such as Greenpeace and other bodies called for a public enquiry prior to 
the commissioning of the EARP and THORP plants in 1993. 

CURRENT SITUATION 

The EARP plant, or new Enhanced Actinide Removal Plant, was commissioned in March 1994 
to treat liquid radioactive wastes arising from all reprocessing at Sellafield prior to their sea 
disposal. The operation of EARP was approved by both the Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
and H.M. Inspectorate of Pollution in January 1994. The f168 million EARP plant removes 
radiologically significant nuclides such as plutonium by chemical and ultra filtration means. It 
is however unable to remove Technetium - 99, a man made substance which monitoring has 
revealed to be increasing in some marine animals and plants around Sellafield. BNFL have 
made application to the Environment Agency, who are now the regulating body for this process, 
to alter their Certificate of Authorisation for the disposal of liquid waste. This variation is in 
respect of an application to reduce sea disposals of Technetium - 99. 

The other application is for variation to the Authorisation Certificate for disposal of waste gases 
etc to the atmosphere. These emissions arise from the Thermal Oxide Reprocessing Plant 
or THORP plant. This variation to the consent is for an increase in emissions and is to cover 
the period up to the end of 1998. 

RECOMMENDATION 

The committee may wish to consider whether to raise an objection to these proposed 
alterations to consents. 
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5 Varch 1997 

Town Clerk & Chief Executive 
Monklands District Council 
.CZunicipal Buildings 
Dunbeth Rd 
Coatbridge 
S rathc 1 ydc 
MLS 3LF 

Dear S irMadam. 

BNFL's new discharge auulications 

BNFL. as you may know. applied towards the end of last year to discharge ye: more 
radioactive gas out of Sellafield's chimneys. Some ofthis increase is because the 
THORP reprocessing plant at Sellafield is not working as plannec. 

BNFL have 3 k O  appiied to continue to discnarge its backlog of liquid nuclear wastes 
into the Irish sea through the E ' W  treatment plant. This is inspite of extremely high 
levels of radioactive contamination recently found in shellfish by MAFF. 

Greenpeace believes that these applications vindicate all those authorities. such as 
yourselves. who called for a public inquiry into the start up of THORP and EXRP back 
in 1993. Please join us in opposing these discharge applications. If you have not 
already obtained copies, BNFL's appiications are available from:- 

hls. Georgina Hearn 
The Environment Agency (Warrington office) 
Tel: 0 1925-63999 ext 2721: 

The Environment Agency is currently considering whether it will authorise any new 
levels of discharges from Sellafield. An eight week public consultation is expected to 

<. .- - --.... begin imminently. Tne Environment Agency Consultation will be issue$@: - --- *= - 
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7 ;., Mr. Ian Poner 
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The Environment Agency (Lancaster office i ' I !*.a? :?37 

/ 
- $ >  . * /  

' .7,,l>c ;'- ./ 
I f  you would l k e  to continue to hear kom us during this campaign. please fill i n . L - M  
form overleaf and add or correct your contact details. Greenpeace are in the process of 
producing leaflets asking members of the public to add their input to the consultation. 
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I f  you would like to receive and distribute copies of these leaflets, please indicate the 
numbers on the form. 

Thank you. 

Yours faithfully, 

Dr. Helen Wallace, 
Senior Scientist, 
Greenpeace UK. 

encl. ESDS articles on lobsters and discharges, and a Guardian article on THORP. 




