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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to update the Partnership in respect of the Scottish Water sewer 
capacity upgrade works proposed for Broomknoll Street, Airdrie. 

Background 

The Partnership will be aware that the sewer network at Broomknoll Street in Airdrie is 
hydraulically deficient. There is a long history of the sewer surcharging and spilling effluent on to 
the road. The road drainage system in this vicinity is totally separate from the sewer network 
and is not designed to deal with foul flows. The sewer flooding tends to be short lived but can be 
a considerable depth due to the surrounding topography, which at its peak severely restricts 
pedestrian access to and from the station in addition to flooding the road. 

Scottish Water is proposing to upgrade the existing combined sewers in Broomknoll Street, 
Cairnhill Road and Hogg Street, as well as across the A89 Weaver Road. Although this is 
primarily an issue for Scottish Water to progress, Network Rail's approval is required before the 
works can commence, as there will be a requirement for Scottish Water to excavate adjacent to 
the rail bridge abutment. 

These works will affect traffic flow to and from Airdrie Station as well as within the town centre 
generally. The works will require a series of localised temporary traffic-signal controlled road 
works operations, extending over quite a number of weeks. 

However, the Partnership will also be aware that the A73 Carlisle Road bridge deck requires to 
be replaced, which will result in the A73 being closed for an extended period, generally between 
May and August 2010. The main local diversion route for Network Rail A73 bridge works will 
include Cairnhill Road/ Broomknoll Street, consequently the Scottish Water sewer upgrade 
works and the A73 bridge deck replacement cannot take place concurrently; Scottish Water had 
been intending to start their works in April 2010. 

A meeting subsequently took place involving senior offices from North Lanarkshire Council, 
Network Rail and Scottish Water. All parties agreed that the A73 works would have to take 
preference, and consequently Scottish Water agreed to defer the commencement of their works 
until September 2010. The expected contract duration for the works is approximately 20 weeks. 
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Scottish Water have confirmed that sufficient funding will remain available for their re- 
programmed works. 

Scottish Water agreed to operate an enhanced maintenance, inspection and cleaning regime on 
Broomknoll Street during the A73 closures/ traffic diversions, in recognition of the numerous 
incidences of flooding on Broomknoll Street, beneath the rail bridge, in recent years. 

In addition, Scottish Water would welcome the opportunity to attend a meeting of the Airdrie 
LAP, possibly around July 2010, in order to advise members of the extent and nature of their 
proposed works on Broomknoll Street, Cairnhill Road, Hogg Street, and the A89 Weaver Road 

The cooperation of Scottish Water in this matter, and their agreement to re-programme the 
sewer upgrade works, is very much appreciated. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Partnership note the content of this report. 

Head of Roads and Transdortation 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report contact David 
McDove, on 01236 616256. (20 January 2010) 
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