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Introduction 

The provision of suitably designed, maintained and located litter bins throughout the 
community is regarded as an essential amenity in today’s society. Furthermore, this provision 
is a requirement of ‘The Guidance Note on Litter’, made in terms of the Environmental 
Protection Act 1990 which imposes duties on local authorities in terms of litter prevention 
and remediation. Traditionally, local authorities have provided and maintained litter bins in 
areas where the public has a right of access, eg. footpaths, publicly-owned town centres, etc. 
Similarly, public utilities and bodies such as Scotrail, British Airports Authority, etc have 
responsibilities to provide litter bins in premises and areas operated by themselves. The 
provision of litter bins by local authorities is normally accounted for in terms of a 
departmental revenue budget. 

Funding Options 

In addition to the direct provision of litter bins by local authorities, over the years other 
options have been investigated and on occasion implemented. One option previously 
implemented, entailed the local authority initiating and managing a sponsored litter bin 
scheme. Local businesses were canvassed and encouraged to sponsor various types of litter 
bins provided and maintained by the Council. The sponsor paid for the bin and a quality 
plaque attached to each unit which provided details in the form of an advert for the sponsors’ 
business. A basic contract was entered into to protect the interests of both parties. 

Proposal 

A proposal has been received by the department which provides brief details of the means by 
which additional litter bins could be provided within the community without the Council 
incurring greater purchase costs. The proposal entails forming a ‘partnership’ or agreement 
with a company who would undertake to provide suitably specified units at agreed locations 
at no direct cost to the Council in return for the opportunity to sell advertising space on the 
proprietory container as a means of generating income. It is apparent with the relatively 
limited information currently available that hrther discussions would be required with the 
proposer, Messrs. Ad-Bins, Mill Road, Motherwell, before any formal agreements were 
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entered into. However, it is considered appropriate at this stage to present an outline of such 
a sponsorship option to enable the Committee to consider the principle, prior to further 
discussion andor negotiation with the potential supplier. 

Recommendation 

The opportunity exists to further investigate the potential benefits to the Council in entering 
into an agreement with a third party to supply etc. suitable litter bins in the community. It is 
recommended that:- 

* The Committee considers and agrees to the principle of alternative means of 
providing litter bins. 
Authorisation is granted to further investigate this specific option as a potential pilot 
scheme 
A further report is presented to Committee prior to formal agreement being finalised 

M.L. Hutton 
Director of Environmental Services 
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79 Mill Road 
Motherwell 

MLI IEU 
Mr M Hutton 
Director of Environmental Services 
North Lanarkshire Council 
86 Graham Street 
Airdrie 
ML6 6DB 

Our Ref : RG/AdbinsZ 
10th April 1997 

Dear Mr Hutton, 

Many thanks for our meeting on the 25th. February 1997 when we introduced our company AD- 
BINS to you. 

As explained our company provides free litter bins to selected clients for siting on suitable 
locations and thereafter maintains and services these bins all at no costs to the client. In effect a 
simple exchange of agreed locations for a much needed service. 

Our bins are solidly constructed in pressed metal and can be coloured to suit any location. They 
are set on a marble and concrete anchored base with a quality marble top. Refuse is collected in 
a polythene litter bag which can be easily changed. 

We have a comprehensive list of potential clients and we see our service being attractive to many 
private bodies as well as local authorities. With the litter problems of today’s world we recognise 
the opportunity to provide a much needed service in many public and private places. 

The bins are attractive and eye-catching, as litter bins should be. 
the Planning Officer have indicated that the bins will not require planning consents. 

Preliminary discussions with 

Our costs are met from selling advertising space on the bins. This advertising is not of a fixed 
nature, but is by changeable pre-printed posters inserted within the framework of the bin. Each 
bin will carry two adverts, one on either side. The changing and maintenance of the posters will 
be part of our servicing routine. 

Where client bodies already have a cleaning service in place we would be happy to discuss a 
partnership arrangement, if this was felt necessary, whereby we would continue the maintenance 
of the bins and the existing cleansing service could empty them. 

There are a number of locations within the North Lanarkshire Council area where our bins could 
be sited. In the first instance, however, we would be happy to set up a pilot scheme at a suitable 
location with follow up locations planned thereafter. 

We shall be pleased if you could place our concept and proposals (two preliminary presentations 
are enclosed) before your committee for approval and afford us the opportunity to demonstrate 
the bin and the service to that committee. 

Yours ,sincerely, - 

Robert M Greer ---- 
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,x The Concept 

Ad-Bins offer a method of providing 

emptied, cleaned and maintained 

charge to the client. 

itter bins, 

free of 

The service is funded via the sale of 

advertising space on either side of the bin. 
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The Advantages 

i 

e:+ Free of Charge to Client 

44  Funded by Advertising Revenue 

e:* Releases Funds for Other Uses 

4 4  Element of Free Advertising Space 

To promote client services such as: 

Local Amenities 

Drug Awareness 

Victim Support 

Sports Clubs 
Gen era1 Advertising 




