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Introduction

The Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012 provides a framework for local scrutiny arrangements between
Police Scotland, the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service and the Local Authority. This report provides members of the
Community Safety Partnership Forum with an update in respect of policing in North Lanarkshire and affords
members the opportunity to consider how effectively police work alongside partners to collectively improve local
communities.

Matters considered in this report include statistical information from Police Scotland regarding the council area to
assess effectiveness of the local police plan in terms of priorities, performance and community engagement. It
also includes some qualitative data to give an oversight of activities that are taking place across the local
authority area.

This report reviews the third quarter of what has been a most challenging year for Lanarkshire Division and
policing across Scotland. Between October and December 2021, we made a significant contribution to the
policing of the United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP 26) and the concurrent demand of matters
associated with the public health imperative, all while managing the legitimate wellbeing concerns of the
communities we serve, our fellow citizens and our colleagues. The resilience and dedication of our officers and
staff ensured that the impact of such substantial commitments passed with minimal impact on our ‘business as
usual’ policing service to North Lanarkshire.

The format of the report reflects the priorities outlined in the Local Police Plan 2020 –2023, which is summarised on
the following page.
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Reducing Violence and Disorder

Crimes of violence remain a priority across Lanarkshire and we
recognise the impact such crimes have on victims, witnesses and the
wider community. Our analysts and intelligence officers assess all
available information, identifying repeat offenders and ‘hotspot’
locations, sharing that information with local officers. This enables
focused, intelligence led patrols where officers address the issues and
thereby enhance the safety and wellbeing of our communities.

During the festive period we carried out frequent high visibility patrols
in and around our town centres, which contributed to a reduction in
serious assaults. Analysis has shown that alcohol is a contributory
factor in 57% of serious assaults and we are working with licensed
premises to minimise instances of alcohol fuelled violence and
encourage responsible consumption. Notably, more than three
quarters of all serious assaults in North Lanarkshire have been
detected.

Lanarkshire Division exploits every opportunity to bring violent
offenders to justice, while supporting the victims of crime and

safeguarding communities. Across North Lanarkshire over 200 warrants
were executed during this reporting period, through which offenders
were brought to justice and public confidence enhanced.

2 murders from April. 
Reduction of 66.7%

4.1% reduction in 
serious assaults

Robbery & Assault with 
intent to rob crimes 
reduced by 19.0%
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There have been 2 murders since April 2021, 4 fewer than the same
period last year. Any loss of life is a tragedy and we hope that the
loved ones of the deceased can draw some small comfort from the
knowledge that both crimes have now been detected. Instances of
robbery and assault with intent to rob have reduced by 19%. Almost
three quarters of all robberies and assaults with intent to rob have
been detected. All reports of robbery are reviewed and scrutinised by
CID colleagues to ensure any emerging trends can be quickly
identified and robustly addressed.



There were 145 fewer victims of common assaults than the same period last
year, with over two thirds being detected. 445 common assaults were

specifically against emergency workers doing their public duty. Although
this is a welcome reduction of one third when compared to the same
period last year, particularly in respect of spitting/coughing at officers in the
midst of a pandemic, it remains completely unacceptable to assault any
emergency worker and the impact on officers, staff and their families is
significant. We have updated our officer safety training and support our
colleagues who have been subjected to such abhorrent crimes.

In November 2021, numerous retail premises in Wishaw experienced an
increase in antisocial behaviour and youth disorder. Local Community
Officers identified those responsible and 3 youths were reported to the
Children’s Reporter for assault, disorder and general antisocial behaviour.

In December 2021, following a series of wilful fire-raisings in the Allanton
area, Local Community Officers conducted extensive CCTV enquiries
which led to the identification of the 22 year old male responsible. That

individual has been reported to the Procurator Fiscal, leading to a
reduction in the fear of crime amongst the local residents.

Reducing Violence and Disorder
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Vandalism and 
Malicious Mischief

decreased by 
2.6%

Hate Crime has no place in society and the negative impact it has on our
communities should not be underestimated. Almost 70% of all hate crimes
were solved and work continues to maximise investigative opportunities in
the remaining cases. We have seen an increase in hate crimes involving
young people. Our School Liaison, Safer Communities and local Community
Officers continue to work with schools and provide inputs on hate crime
designed to challenge prejudice and value diversity across North
Lanarkshire.

Common Assaults 
reduced  by

5.2%

Consuming alcohol in 
public reduced by 

6.0%



Public Protection and Protecting People at Risk of Harm
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The number of sexual crimes reported remains unchanged from last
year at 652 reports. Analytical review revealed 93 crimes referred to
online communications and the sharing of intimate images. Many of
this type of offence are committed by parties based overseas and
outwith our jurisdiction, which frustrates efforts to bring offenders to
justice. Lanarkshire School Liaison Officers regularly provide online

safety awareness sessions across North Lanarkshire and our Safer
Communities officers continue to utilise social media to highlight the
inherent risks associated with anonymous online communications.

There have been 2 fewer crimes of rape reported, when compared to
the same period last year. Although detection rates have decreased,
the complex nature of the investigations and frequent need for detailed
forensic analysis, together with rise in individuals having the confidence
to report non-recent offences, can lead to protracted investigations.
Every report of rape is treated with the utmost diligence and
compassion. Our officers explore every possible avenue to ensure
offenders are brought to justice for this heinous crime.

The total number of crimes and offences in domestic abuse incidents
has decreased by 2.6%. The number of domestic abuse incidents
reported to the police has also reduced, with 189 fewer incidents. 60.0%
of all crimes and offences in domestic abuse incidents were detected.

The 25th November 2021 marked the start of the annual 16 Days of
Activism campaign to end violence against women and girls.
Lanarkshire Division is committed to eradicating gender based violence
and, in addition to our investigations and partnership working, raise
awareness to promote behavioural change through other means,
including the recent ‘That Guy’ and ‘Get Consent’ campaigns,
together with our local Domestic Abuse initiatives.

Number of rapes  
reduced by 2.1%

(2 crimes)

Crimes and offences
in domestic abuse 

incidents reduced by
2.6% 

Number of domestic 
abuse incidents reported 

reduced by
5.0% 



Lanarkshire Road Policing officers ran a Drink/Drug Driving Campaign
throughout the festive period. Officers highlighted the risks, educated drivers
and offered positive reinforcement through road checks. Where offences
were detected enforcement action was taken. A total of 70 breath tests were
conducted, with 9% positive for alcohol. 67 drug wipes were used to detect
cannabis or cocaine, 55% of which were positive. This is particularly
disappointing and presents a clear danger to other road users.
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Public Protection and Protecting People at Risk of Harm

20.8% decrease in 
people seriously injured 

on our roads
(11 fewer )

55.6% decrease in the 
number of children 

seriously injured on our 
roads

(5 fewer)

• 17.2% decrease in detections for speeding
• 41.5% decrease in mobile phone offences
• 71.4% increase in seat belt offences
• 18.3% decrease in dangerous driving
• 32.9% decrease in insurance offences
• 16.2% decrease in driving licence offences

The decrease in most offences is linked to both the pandemic, with less
vehicles making use of the road network, and enhanced police patrols
through which vehicle stop engagements increased by over 2,000.
Driver/rider education and encouragement has proven to have a positive,
preventative impact on road safety.

In December 2021, Road Policing officers attended a report of an LGV
veering across lanes on M74, near Douglas. The vehicle was traced and
officers observed the reckless manner of driving. The vehicle was stopped
and both alcohol and drug tests proved negative. Excellent investigative
work revealed the driver to be under the influence of Dihydrocodine, Valium
and Methadone. The 44 year old male driver was subsequently arrested for
being unfit through drugs and reported to the Procurator Fiscal.

There were 5 fatal road accidents within this period. The number of people

who were seriously injured as a result of a road traffic collision reduced by
over 20%. Although 5 fewer children were seriously injured in comparison to
the same period last year, one child tragically died.

18.3% decrease in 
dangerous driving 

offences
on our roads



Tackling Housebreaking and Acquisitive Crime

Theft by Housebreaking 
decreased  by 15.8%  

(84 fewer) 

In October 2021, officers from the Divisional Alcohol and Violence
Reduction unit (DAVRU) investigated a series of crimes regarding persons
breaking into sheds and outbuildings in the Motherwell and Wishaw areas.
Extensive enquires were carried out during which the officers recovered a
large amount of property (to the value of £3,000) and returned it to the
respective owners. A 31 year old male was arrested, charged with various
thefts and remanded in custody.

In November 2021, the Pro Active Crime Team (PACT), working in
partnership with North Lanarkshire Trading Standards, led an intelligence
operation into an individual living in the Wishaw area, suspected of the sale
and supply of counterfeit clothing, which was being advertised on
Facebook. A day of action, including searches under S92 Trade Marks Act
1994, led to the recovery of a large quantity of counterfeit clothing,
footwear and gift sets with an estimated street value of £125,800. This is an
excellent result that has dismantled the activities of this male, while

highlighting the strong partnership between the police and North
Lanarkshire Council Trading Standards Department.

Theft by Shoplifting 
decreased by 2.2%

(21 fewer)
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In December 2021, officers investigating numerous thefts in the Coatbridge
area, identified a suspect from CCTV footage. Officers then executed a
search warrant at an address address in the area where numerous items of
stolen property were recovered. A 29 year old male has been arrested and
charged with 22 separate offences including theft by housebreaking, fraud,

theft and housebreaking with intent to steal. The accused was remanded in
custody until his trial date, the victims of the crimes have had their property
returned and community safety has increased.



Reducing Harm Caused by Substance Misuse

A total of £612,554.85
worth of cash and 
£57,050.00 listed 

assets have been 
seized under the 

Proceeds of Crime 
Act (POCA).

In October 2021, PACT officers, acting on intelligence, executed a
search warrant at an address in Airdrie. Officers recovered 23 bags
of cocaine with a weight of 88g and a street value of £2,500. Two

males aged 41 and 39 were charged with possession and being
concerned in the supply of a controlled drug.

In November 2021, Road Policing officers were on patrol on M74,
near Larkhall, when their attention was drawn to a vehicle with
defective rear lights. The vehicle was stopped and on approaching
the vehicle, officers noted a strong smell of alcohol and cannabis.
The roadside breath test and drug test were carried out, however

both proved negative. The occupants were detained for the
purposes of a drugs search. A box containing 20 sealed packets of
cannabis was recovered from the boot of the vehicle. The total
weight of the packets was 10 kilograms, with a street value in excess
of £38,000. Two males age 27 and 20 were arrested and charged
with being concerned in the supply of controlled drugs.

In December 2021, Coatbridge officers led an intelligence operation

during which a search warrant was granted for a house in the local
area. During the search, officers recovered 92 wraps of cocaine
weighing 119g and 90 Valium tablets with a combined street value of
£4,500. A 24 year old male has been arrested and charged with
being concerned in the supply of a controlled drug.

In December 2021, officers from Wishaw received a call to attend at
an address in Newmains after neighbours noted an unusual smell
coming from the property. Officers attended and recognised the
smell as that of cannabis. They also noted the electricity had been
bypassed. A search warrant was obtained and 100 cannabis plants
were found within. 10kg of cannabis was recovered with a street
value of £38,000.

OFFICIAL

Drugs with a 

street value of 

over 3.5million 

has been taken 

off the streets of 
Lanarkshire
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Public Confidence & Local Engagement

In October 2021, staff and players from Airdrie, Clyde and Albion Rovers
Football Clubs supported our Hate Crime awareness initiative. This followed
unacceptable racial abuse directed towards players during match days.
This approach involved workshops set up within the stadiums on match
days including ‘Show Racism the Red Card’ and was supported by the use
of social media, all aimed at making such behaviour socially
unacceptable within the respective fan bases and wider society.

In November 2021, Lanarkshire Safer Communities delivered a series of
inputs in conjunction with the SPFL and Motherwell FC Community Trust.
Inputs were interactive in a classroom environment, focussing on hate and
sectarian crime. This ‘Off the Bench’ project was deemed an
overwhelming success the participants and Motherwell FC alike. Another
16 week project is in planned for later in 2022.
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Public Confidence Apr 2020 -
Dec 2020

Apr 2021 –
Dec 2021

Number of Complaints about the Police 271 251

Ratio (Complaints : 10000 Incidents) 37.5 37.7

Total Allegations Recorded 552 393

• On Duty 411 278

• Off Duty 0 0

• Quality of Service 141 115



Looking Ahead

As we look ahead to the fourth quarter (January to March 2022) our main focus will be twofold; the recovery from
COP26 and the continued support to mitigating the impact of the pandemic, particularly in light of the new
variant. The welfare of our officers and staff through these most challenging times is critical and we will continue
to learn lessons and enhance our existing support mechanisms.

The omicron variant and the speed of transmission is likely to significantly impact on our absence levels and those
of our partners. As absence levels increase amongst key partners and their availability to address the

expectations of the community decrease, we anticipate a period of acute demand on policing as the service of
first, and increasingly last, resort.

The resilience of our officers and staff, and their commitment to providing an excellent service to communities
across North Lanarkshire, is remarkable and worthy of praise at the highest level. This positive attitude to public
service will continue throughout the final quarter of this fiscal year and beyond. We expect that the nature of the
new variant will lead to further restrictions on our fellow citizens. Lanarkshire Division will continue to adopt a
sensible and sensitive approach to policing any such restrictions and follow the four guiding principles that have

served us well; engage, explain, encourage and only enforce where absolutely necessary. This has proved
proportionate and has undoubtedly improved public trust and confidence.

We remain fully committed to delivering on the pledges made in our Local Policing Plan, working with our
partners and communities across North Lanarkshire to maximise safety, protect the public and drive forward
positive outcomes for all.
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Serious Violent Crime and Public Protection NLC 

  

April 
2021– 
Dec 
2021 

April 
2020– 
Dec 
2020 

Victims 
% 

Change 
3 year 
mean 

3 year 
mean % 

Total No Group1: Crimes of Violence  423 413 
10 

more 
+2.4% 421.3 +0.4% 

Murder 2 6 
4 

fewer 
-66.7% 5.7 -64.7% 

Attempted Murder  13 14 
1 

fewer 
-7.1% 12.3 +5.4% 

Serious Assault detection rate  75.5% 86.2%  -10.7% 74.7% +0.8% 

Serious Assault  188 196 
8 

fewer 
-4.1% 216.0 -13.0% 

Robbery detection rate  72.5% 73.0%  -0.5% 74.4% -1.8% 

Robbery 51 63 
12 

fewer 
-19.0% 69.0 -26.1% 

Common assault detection rate 67.5% 74.7%  -7.2% 71.7% -3.5% 

Common assault 2654 2799 
145 

fewer 
-5.2% 

2877.
3 

-7.8% 

Number of Domestic Abuse Incidents Reported to the Police 3626 3815 
189 

fewer 
-5.0% 

3674.
3 

-1.3% 

Total Crimes and offences in domestic abuse incidents  1896 1946  -2.6% 
1908.

7 
-0.7% 

Total crimes and offences in domestic abuse incidents 
detection rate  

60.0% 68.8%  -12.8% 66.2% -9.4% 

Number of Sexual Crimes 652 652 same same 570.3 +14.3% 

Sexual Crimes detection rate  48.2% 54.3%  -6.1% 60.2% -12.0% 

Number of rapes 95 97 
2 

fewer 
-2.1% 92.3 +2.9% 

Rape detection rate  30.5% 57.7%  -27.2% 57.8% -27.2% 

Number of statutory stop and searches conducted  3754      

Number of positive statutory stop and searches 870      

 

Number of complaints regarding disorder 10375 15175 
4800 
fewer 

-31.6%    

Hate Crime and offences detection rate 68.1% 75.5%  -7.4% 73.3% -5.2% 

Vandalism & Malicious Mischief detection rate  24.5% 26.2%  -1.7% 25.7% -1.1% 

Vandalism & Malicious Mischief 2142 2199 
57 

fewer 
-2.6% 

2443.
0 

-12.3% 

Number of detections for Consuming Alcohol in a designated 
place (where appropriate byelaws exist) 

660 702  -6.0% 645.0 +2.3% 

 

Theft by housebreaking (including attempts) detection rate  16.9% 24.6%  -7.7% 21.1% -4.2% 

Theft by housebreaking (including attempts) 449 533 
84 

fewer 
-15.8% 651.3 -31.1% 

Theft by shoplifting detection rate  62.7% 73.7%  -11.0% 64.5% -1.8% 
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Theft by shoplifting  918 939 
21 

fewer 
-2.2% 

1369.
7 

-33.0% 

 

People Killed 5 4 
1 

more 
10.0%1   

People Seriously injured 42 53 
11 

fewer 
-20.8%   

People Slightly Injured  120 115 
5 

more 
+4.3%   

Children (aged<16) Killed 1 0 
1 

more 
0.0%   

Children (aged<16) Seriously Injured 4 9 
5 

fewer 
-55.6%   

Dangerous driving  152 186  -18.3% 168.3 -9.7% 

Speeding   725 876  -17.2% 704.0 +3.0% 

Disqualified driving  61 97  -37.1% 87.3 -30.2% 

Driving Licence 285 340  -16.2% 307.3 -7.3% 

Insurance  717 1069  -32.9% 838.7 -14.5% 

Seat Belts 84 49  +71.4% 70.0 20.0% 

Mobile Phone 55 94  -41.5% 82.3 -41.5% 

 
Number of detections for drugs supply, drugs productions, 
drugs cultivation 

84.2% 95.8%  -11.6% 91.9% -7.7% 

Public Confidence 
April 2021 – Dec 2021 

  

  

Number of Complaints about 
the Police 

Number of Complaints per 10,000 
Police Incidents 

Complaints received about the Police 
251  37.7%  

  

  

On Duty 
Allegations 

Off Duty 
Allegations 

Quality of 
Service 

Allegation 

Total Number of  
Allegations 

Total Allegations Recorded 278  0 115   393 

 

 


