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Executive Summary 

The annual planning document normally presented to the Panel by the Council’s appointed 

external auditors is not yet available but the purpose of this report is to enable the Council’s 

appointed external auditors, Audit Scotland, to provide a verbal update to the Panel on the 

development and current status of how they intend to discharge their responsibilities as laid 

out in Audit Scotland’s Code of Audit Practice and relevant International Standards on 

Auditing for the audit of the Council for the year-ending 31 March 2022. 

The external auditors will speak to the Panel about their plans at the meeting and highlight to 

members any issues arising that they wish to bring to the Panel’s attention. 
  

 

Recommendations 

The Panel is requested to invite Audit Scotland to comment on the development and current 

status of their planned audit approach to the 2021-22 audit of the Council. 
  

 

The Plan for North Lanarkshire:  

Priority:   All priorities 

Ambition statement  All ambition statements 
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1. Background 

1.1 The Accounts Commission appointed Audit Scotland as the Council’s external auditor 
for the five-year period from 2016-17.  As a result of the pandemic impacting on the 
process for new appointments and a desire to achieve continuity, all local government 
audit appointments were extended nationally by the Accounts Commission in October 
2020 for an additional year and will now conclude with finalisation of the 2021-22 audits. 

1.2 Audit Scotland’s Code of Audit Practice and International Standards on Auditing 
stipulate that areas to be examined and expected outputs to be produced by the 
external auditors require to be outlined each year in their annual planning document. 

  

2. Key issues arising 

2.1 The annual planning document for the audit of the Council for the year ending 31 March 
2022 is not yet available but Audit Scotland will provide a verbal update on the 
development and current status of their planned audit approach to the 2021-22 audit of 
the Council. 

2.2 The Panel will recall that core elements of the work required of the appointed auditor 
include: 

• providing an audit opinion on the Council’s 2021-22 financial statements and those 
of relevant registered charities administered by the Council; 

• undertaking and reporting on interim audit fieldwork reviewing the Council’s 
accounting procedures, relevant financial systems and key corporate governance 
arrangements; and 

• work associated with the wider dimensions of public sector audit including 
considerations relating to value for money, best value, financial sustainability and 
financial management. 

2.3 Panel members should note that good professional practice requires the external 
auditor to communicate and discuss planned external audit activity with the senior 
management of a body and with those elected members charged with governance 
matters, but it is for the external auditor alone to determine the work considered 
necessary by him/her to fulfil their responsibilities. 

  

3. Equality and Diversity 

Fairer Scotland Duty 

No requirement to carry out a Fairer Scotland assessment on this report. 

Equality Impact Assessment 

No requirement to carry out an equality impact assessment in this instance. 
  

4. Implications 

 
Financial impact 

There are no financial implications arising from this report 

 
HR/Policy/Legislative impact 

None identified 

 
Technology/Digital impact 

None identified 

 
Environmental Impact 

There are no environmental implications arising from this report 

 
Communications impact 

None identified 

 
Risk Impact 

None identified 
 

 



 

5. Measures of success 

5.1 The external auditors report annually to the Council and the Controller of Audit on the 
results of their work. 

 

 
Ken Adamson, Audit and Risk Manager 


