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         Motherwell, 22 April 1997 at 2 pm.

 A Meeting of the ENVIRONMENTAL  SERVICES  COMMITTEE

PRESENT

Councillor Combe, Convener; Councillors A. Burns, E. Burns, Cefferty,
Cox,
Curley, Gilchrist, Hebenton, McAlorum, J. Martin, V. Murray, Nolan and
Selfridge.

CHAIR

Councillor Combe (Convener) presided.

IN  ATTENDANCE

The Committee Services Officer, Director of Environmental Services and
Head of Protective Services.

APOLOGIES

Councillors McCabe, Maginnis and Smith.

SECTION  80  NOTICE  REQUIRING  ABATEMENT  OF  STATUTORY
NUISANCE

1.     There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 April 1997 by
       the Director of Environmental Services containing details of a
       notice which has been served in respect of statutory nuisance in
       terms of Section 80 of the Environmental Protection Act 1990.

       Decided:that the action in serving the notice be noted.

LANDFILL  TAX  -  LIST  OF  PROPOSED  ENVIRONMENTAL  BODIES
FOR  CONSIDERATION
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2.     With reference to paragraph 5 of the Minute of the meeting of
this
       Committee held on 26 November 1996 when, inter alia, it had
       been agreed that the Director of Environmental Services invite
       Environmental Bodies interested in carrying out approved
       environmental projects to forward applications to his department
       direct, there was submitted a report dated 8 April 1997 by the
       Director of Environmental Services detailing a list of
Environmental
       Bodies registered with the Environmental Trust Scheme Regulating
       Body, Entrust, and who had submitted bids for environmental
       projects in the North Lanarkshire Area.

       Decided:that the Committee continue consideration of the



               matter to the next meeting.

DALMACOULTER  LANDFILL  SITE  -  FUTURE  EXTENSION

3.     There was submitted a report dated 7 April 1997 by the Director
       of Environmental Services (1) advising the Committee of a legal
       agreement between Scottish Coal and the Council on the
       extension to Dalmacoulter landfill site within the adjoining
       Drumshangie opencast coal site which includes a provision
       whereby, if the Council wishes to avail itself of the extension,
it
       must register that fact within twelve months of work commencing
       at the Drumshangie opencast site; (2) intimating that the
       Drumshangie opencast site was now operational and Scottish Coal
       had been advised of the Council's wish to purchase the future
       extension for Dalmacoulter, and (3) indicating that the legal
       agreement provided for a full clay line landfill site to be made
       available to the Council at a cost to be agreed between the
       District Valuer and Scottish Coal and approved by the Council.

       Decided:

       (1)  that the contents of the report be noted, and

       (2)  that the intention to develop the proposed extension to
            Dalmacoulter landfill site be agreed and the action taken
            to intimate that intention be homologated.

SCOTTISH  RENEWABLES  OBLIGATION  (SRO 2)  LANDFILL  GAS
POWER  GENERATION  PROJECTS  -  AUCHINLEA  AND
DALMACOULTER   LANDFILL  SITES

4.     There was submitted a report dated 7 April 1997 by the Director
       of Environmental Services (1) outlining details of a joint
venture
       between North Lanarkshire Council and Natural Power Limited, to
       utilise methane gas and produce electricity from the Council's
       Auchinlea and Dalmacoulter landfill sites; (2) intimating that
these
       contracts would run for 15 years after a lead-in period of up to
5
       years from the commissioning of the plant; (3) advising that the
       Council would receive a royalty on the electricity sold of 0.12
       pence per kilowatt hour, and (4) that all development costs would
       be paid by Biogas Technology, an associate company of Natural
       Power Limited.

       Decided:that the Committee authorise the Director of
               Environmental Services to finalise the site agreement
               with Natural Power Limited, including confirmation of
               the final formula for royalty to be paid to the Council.

"CONTROLLING  THE  COWBOYS"  -  PROBLEMS  IN  THE  HOME
IMPROVEMENT  AND  REPAIR  MARKET



5.     With reference to paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of
this
       Committee held 21 January 1997, there was submitted a report
       (docketed) dated 24 March 1997 by the Director of Environmental
       Services (1) intimating that the National Consumer Council's
       report into "cowboy" builders had concluded that local
authorities
       did not adequately address the problem, and (2) proposing closer
       co-operation between the relevant Council departments to allow
       the investigation of the worst offenders to be quicker and better
       informed.

       Decided:that the recommendations for closer operational co-
               operation between relevant Council departments in
               combatting the "cowboy" trader involved in the home
               improvement and repair market as detailed in the
               report, be approved.

RESERVOIRS  ACT  1975  -  STATUS  REPORT  ON  ENFORCEMENT

6.     There was submitted a report dated 4 April 1997 by the Director
       of Environmental Services (1) referring to the delegation, by the
       Council, of responsibility for the administration of the
Reservoirs
       Act 1975 to his department; (2) intimating that Section 3(1) of
the
       Act imposed a duty on the Council to provide a report to the
       Secretary of State for Scotland giving information about
       enforcement steps carried out by the Council, and (3) enclosing a
       report on the enforcement of the Reservoirs Act 1975 covering the
       period from 1 April 1996 to 1 April 1997.

       Decided:that the terms of the report be noted.

AUTHORISATION  OF  OFFICERS  UNDERTAKING  STATUTORY  DUTIES

7. C   There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 7 April 1997 by
       the Director of Environmental Services recommending that
       authority be granted to officers in his department undertaking
       Environmental Health and Trading Standards duties on behalf of
       the Council in terms of the legislation they were required to
       enforce as detailed in Appendix 1 of the report.

       Decided:that the Committee authorise the officers listed in
               Appendix 1 of the Director of Environmental Services'
               report to carry out, to the extent appropriate to their
               employment, the statutory duties listed in terms of the
               legislation described in Appendix 1 of the report.

LETTER  FROM  GREENPEACE  REGARDING  BRITISH  NUCLEAR  FUELS
LIMITED  SELLAFIELD  WORKS  -  EMISSIONS

8.     There was submitted a report dated 8 April 1997 by the Director



       of Environmental Services advising that a letter, attached as
       Appendix A to the report, had been received from Greenpeace
       inviting the Council to join in opposing two current applications
by
       British Nuclear Fuels Limited to discharge radioactive substances
       from Sellafield.

       Councillor Gilchrist, seconded by Councillor Selfridge, moved
that
       consideration of the matter be continued.

       Councillor McAlorum, seconded by Councillor Cox, moved as an
       amendment that a formal objection be lodged to the applications.

       On a vote being taken, two members voted for the amendment
       and nine members voted for the motion, which was accordingly
       declared carried.

       Decided:

       (1)  that the contents of the report be noted, and

       (2)  that consideration be otherwise continued to a future
            meeting.

EXPANSION  OF  DEPARTMENTAL  ACCOMMODATION  AT
HEADQUARTERS,  86  GRAHAM  STREET,  AIRDRIE

9.     There was submitted a report dated 11 April 1997 by the Director
       of Environmental Services (1) outlining plans for the acquisition
of
       a lease from the Benefits Agency to permit an extension to the
       present departmental headquarters at 86 Graham Street, Airdrie;
       (2) outlining that the estimated design and construction costs
were
       within identified budget provision, and (3) highlighting that an
       early commitment to this proposal would allow progress to be
       made in the procedural and technical areas relevant to a project
       of this nature and would allow further submission to the
       Committee for tender approval.

       Decided:

       (1)  that the proposal to enter into negotiations for the
            acquisition of the lease from the Benefits Agency, Graham
            Street, Airdrie on terms and conditions suitable to the
            Council be approved;

       (2)  that authority to initiate and conclude design and
            construction works be approved;

       (3)  that further reports be submitted to this Committee as
            appropriate, and

       (4)  that the report be remitted to the Planning and
            Development (Buildings and Property) Sub-Committee for
            consideration.



ENVIRONMENTAL  SERVICES  DEPARTMENT  1988  LOCAL
GOVERNMENT  ACT   VEHICLE  MANAGEMENT  PROPOSALS:  FLEET
MANAGEMENT

10.    There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 14 April 1997 by
       the Director of Environmental Services (1) advising that under
the
       1988 Local Government Act, the Secretary of State for Scotland
       had issued statutory instruments in November 1994 which
       identified the Management of Vehicles (Fleet Management) as
       one of the five new areas subject to CCT; (2) indicating in
       Appendix 2 and 3 of the report that the personnel involvement in
       time spent in fleet management fell below the required 50% level
       and consequently could be excluded from CCT, and (3) advising
       that under the Act, where any value of work fell below the
       $100,000 threshold level that activity met the "de minimis"
       requirement and need not be put out to compulsory competitive
       tendering.

       Decided:

       (1)  that it be noted that the fleet management activities within
            North Lanarkshire Council fell within the "de minimis"
            criteria limit of $100,000 per annum;

       (2)  that as a result this activity be not exposed to competitive
            tender under the 1988 Act, and

       (3)  that the contents of the report be otherwise noted.

CCT:  EVALUATION  STRATEGY  DEPARTMENTAL  CORE  VALUES

11.    There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 14 April 1997 by
       the Director of Environmental Services (1) advising the Committee
       on the development of the Council's Corporate Planning System,
       part of which would involve the formulation and agreement of a
       set of Core Values and objectives for the Council as a whole;
       (2) intimating that in the absence of an agreed set of Corporate
       Core Values and objectives, departmental Core Values were
       required in order to comply with CCT processes currently under
       way, and (3) detailing five proposed Core Values as detailed in
       Appendix 2 and which were underpinned by Departmental
       Guidelines and Operating procedures as detailed in paragraph 4
       of the report.

       Decided:

       (1)  that the Core Values listed in Appendix 2 as a temporary
            measure for the Environmental Services Department be
            agreed;

       (2)  that the list of guidelines/procedures as detailed in
            paragraph 4 of the report be agreed;

       (3)  that the core values and guideline procedures outlined in
            paragraph 4 of the report to be utilised in the Department



            tender evaluation system for those services subject to CCT
            be agreed, and

       (4)  that these policies and procedures be reviewed and
            replaced as and when the Council's Corporate Core Values
            were finalised.

PROVISION  OF  LITTER  BINS  SPONSORSHIP  OPTIONS

12.    There was submitted a report dated 11 April 1997 by the Director
       of Environmental Services (1) indicating that the Council had
been
       approached with a proposal for forming a "partnership" or
       "agreement" with a company to provide suitably specified litter
bins
       at agreed locations at no direct cost to the Council in return
for
       the opportunity to sell advertising space on the proprietary
       container as a means of generating income; (2) advising of
       options previously investigated which would enable the Council to
       initiate and manage a sponsored litter bin scheme, and
       (3) proposing that the Committee consider the sponsorship option
       in principle, prior to further discussions with the company
involved
       before any formal agreement was entered into.

       Decided:

       (1)  that consideration to the principle of alternative means of
            providing litter bins be agreed;

       (2)  that authority to further investigate the specific option as
            a potential pilot scheme be agreed, and

       (3)  that a further report be presented to the Committee prior
            to formal agreement being finalised.

VOLUNTARY  SEVERANCE:  RATIONALISATION

13.    There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 14 April 1997 by
       the Director of Environmental Services (1) intimating that a
critical
       analysis of managerial, professional, technical and
administrative
       functions within the Environmental Services Department had been
       carried out as a result of the 1997/98 revenue budget allocation;
       (2) outlining broad proposals for a revised structure and
       establishment of each functional area within the Department, in
       an effort to comply with budgetary reductions.

       Decided:

       (1)  that the proposals contained within the report in order that
            service can be maintained and to allow compliance with
            revenue budgetary requirements be approved, and



       (2)  that the matter be remitted to the Personnel Services
            Committee for consideration.

PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951  -  ALTERATIONS  TO  LICENSING
CONDITIONS

14.    There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 27 March 1997 by
       the Director of Environmental Services (1) advising of a request
       received from the Scottish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to
       Animals (SSPCA) that where pet shops sell or intend to sell
exotic
       animals, Councils make it a condition of licence that at least
one
       member of staff must have received training in the area of animal
       husbandry, and (2) intimating that a transition period in order
to
       achieve this of 1 to 2 years would be required.

       Decided:that the Committee agree that any licence issued after
               1 January 1999 include a condition that exotic species
               can only be sold from premises where a member of
               staff had received appropriate training and could
               produce a certificate to that effect.

DOG  WARDEN  SERVICE  -  MONTHLY  STATISTICAL  REPORT

15.    With reference to paragraph 18 of the Minute of the meeting this
       Committee held on 11 March 1997, there was submitted a report
       dated 1 April 1997 by the Director of Environmental Services
       advising of the Dog Warden Service operated during the month of
       February, 1997.

       Decided:that the terms of the report be noted.

PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951

16.    There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 4 April 1997 by
       the Director of Environmental Services advising of applications
       which had been received for licences in terms of the Pet Animals
       Act 1951.

       Decided:that the licences in terms of the Pet Animals Act 1951
               as detailed in the Appendix to the report be granted
               and issued.

PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT  1928  -  PETROLEUM  LICENCES
ISSUED

17.    There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 2 April 1997 by
       the Director of Environmental Services containing details of the
       various premises throughout the Council's area which has been



       licensed by his Department in February/March 1997 to store
       petroleum spirit.

       Decided: that the terms of the report be noted.

CONFERENCES  ETC.

(1)  TRANSPORT  SERVICES  SEMINAR  "THE  RIGHT  GEAR"

18.    There was submitted invitation from the Association of Direct
       Labour Organisation, Scottish Region Transport Services, for the
       Council to be represented at its seminar entitled "The Right
Gear"
       to be held in Aviemore, from 28 to 30 May 1997.

       Decided:that the Council be represented at the seminar by
               Councillor A. Burns.

(2)  ASSOCIATION  OF  DIRECT  LABOUR  ORGANISATION  -  ANNUAL
     SEMINAR

19.    There was submitted an invitation from the Association of Direct
       Labour Organisation for the Council to be represented at its
       seminar to be held in Belfast from 3 to 6 June 1997.

       Decided:that the Council be represented at the seminar by
               Councillor S. V. Murray.

(3)  INSTITUTE  OF  WASTE  MANAGEMENT  -  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE

20.    There was submitted an invitation from the Institute of Waste
       Management for the Council to be represented at its annual
       conference and exhibition to be held in Torbay from 10 to 13 June
       1997.

       Decided:that the Council be represented at this conference by
               Councillors Hogg and E. Burns.


