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Introduction 

I refer to a previous report to Committee in which details were provided on government 
proposals to permit the establishment of Environmental Trusts. These Trusts require to be 
independent in status and may be managed by a board comprising a combination of interested 
parties, including elected member presentation. The purpose of Trusts is to identify initiatives 
and projects which satisfy specified criteria in relation to environmental improvements. For 
example, projects relating to contaminated land surveys, remediation, etc., recycling facilities or 
services, may be eligible for financial support. / 

Funding 

The establishment of the Landfill Tax in October 1996 and which applies to landfill site 
operators responsible for the final disposal of domestic, commercial, etc. wastes, has introduced 
a fiscal burden on North Lanarkshire Council of approximately 21.5 million in any financial 
year. Environmental Trusts are eligible to reclaim a proportion of the landfill tax which is paid 
to H M Customs and Excise. Thereafter, the reclaimed tax may be utilised as outlined above. 

Approach 

Following the previous report to Committee, it was decided to advertise and invite interest from 
established or proposed Environmental Trusts who would consider forming a professional 
relationship with North Lanarkshire Council. A total of fourteen interested parties intimated 
interest and provided individual prospectus of varying quality. Subsequently, a short-list was 
drawn up of three organisations which appear to meet the broad principles of the council’s 
potential requirements. Each of these organisations has been invited to give a short presentation 
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to the Environmental Services Committee which will provide an opportunity to make a 
comparison and potentially a choice of Environment Trust with whom the Council could develop 
a relationship. The Trusts are:- Score - 

Forward Scotland 
Environmental Trust for Scotland 

M.L. Hutton 
Director of Environmental Services 




