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PROPOSED DECISION 

To note the report. 

REPORT 

1. Members will be aware that in March Professor Philip James was asked by the new 
Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, to produce a Report with regard to the establishment of 
a Food standards Agency. His Interim Report has now been published and for the 
information of Members is summarised in this report. 

The Report lists the areas of consumer concern as the chemical and microbiological 
safety of food, the development of genetically modified foods, novel foods and 
processes and the nutritional quality of the diet. It goes on to describe the current 
system of control and the problems associated with it and concludes that “what is 
needed is a new body which separates the role of protecting public health and 
safety from that of promoting business. An Agency must operate openly so that 
decision making becomes more transparent and the true balance of interests is 
subject to public scrutiny.” 

The aims and intentions included in the Report by Professor James are summarised as 
follows:- 

2. 

3. 

To restore public confidence in the handling of food problems within three years. 

The new Agency should be set up as a “Non-Departmental Public Body with 
Executive Powers’’ and should be loosely based on the Health and Safety 
Commission structure. The Agency funding should be the responsibility of 
Health Ministers and should also report to Parliament via the same source. 

The Report emphasises that the Secretary of State for Health should take the 
lead in all matters with the Ministry of Agriculture having an interest only in the 
area of policy. 

The Agency should be responsible for public health in all matters relating to 
food, for developing policy, for legislation and for public education and 
information. 
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e) The Agency should co-ordinate, monitor and audit local authority food law 
enforcement activities. 

0 The Agency should consist of a Commission of approximately ten members 
appointed by the Prime Minister or Ministerial Council and should be drawn from 
industry but with the public and consumer interests in the majority. It should 
also include representatives from Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland and 
have a full time chairman. 

g) Devolution should also be taken into account and the Commission would in 
addition to advising Westminster also advise the devolved parliaments. 

4. The Report also suggests that due to the likely heavy parliamentary legislative 
programme and the need for consultation it is unlikely that the legislation required to set 
up the new Agency could be introduced before 1998/99. 




