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To: ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES 

Date: 22 May 1997 

P Subject: PART-WORN TYRE - 
RESULT OF PROSECUTION 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

PROPOSED DECISION 

To note the contents of this Report. 

BACKGROUND 

As part of a departmental project to mark National Tyre Safety Week 1996, officers of 
the Special Projects Unit of the Environmental Services Department of North 
Lanarkshire Council carried out covert test-purchases at random from part-worn tyre 
dealers operating within North Lanarkshire. 

The objective was to establish if part-worn tyres on sale to the public complied with the 
safety and marking requirements as prescribed by The Motor Vehicle Tyres (Safety) 
Regulations 1994. 

REPORT 

1. On Tuesday 8th October 1996, officers from North Lanarkshire Council’s 
Environmental Services Department carried out a test purchase of one part-worn tyre 
from Coltness Tyres. 

The tyre was subsequently examined on Wednesday 9th October by an expert from 
the Automobile Association’s Vehicle Inspection Service at Trust Motors, Rapid Fit, 
Orbiston Street, Motherwell. 

This examination revealed that the tyre contravened the Motor Vehicle Tyres 
(Safety) Regulations 1994 in the following respects: 
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i. The tyre failed to display any part-worn marking. 

ii. A bulge at the repair area of the inner sidewall was evident when the tyre was 
still fitted to the rim of a wheel. 

iii. A large patch was insecure, there being a lack of adhesion to the tyre's inner 
surface and when the treadisidewall was flexed, bubbles emanated from one 
edge of the patch on the tyre shoulder. 

The conclusion of the expert who carried out the initial examination was that the tyre 
was unsafe and should be considered as scrap. 

The Department thereafter submitted a report to the Procurator Fiscal at Hamilton in 
connection with three offences under Sections 12(1) and 12(3) of the Consumer 
Protection Act 1987. 

2. On 1 st May 1997 pleas of guilty to the three charges were entered and James 
McDougal, who is the proprietor of Coltness Tyres, incurred the following penalties. 

a. Bulge evident on the tyre - Fined &loo. Section 12 (1) 

b. Insecure patch on the tyre - Fined 2100. Section 12(1) 

c. No part-worn marking - Fined E50. Section 12(3) 

3. SUBSEQUENT ACTION 

The Department has produced an explanatory leaflet detailing the means to achieve 
compliance with the legislation. 

This will be delivered to each vendor of part-worn tyres operating within North 
Lanarkshire. 
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