
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Date: 12 August 1997 

REPORT 

Ref: CAJESl32131 
LCB/KH 

To: ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
COMMllTE E 

Subject: FOOD STANDARDS AGENCY - 
INTERIM REPORT BY 
PROFESSOR PHlLlP JAMES 

The Committee noted the publication of the interim report by Professor Philip James. However, a response 
to the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities on the interim report was required and is  set out in the 
Appendix to this report. 

Recornrnendoh'on 

The Committee is asked to endorse the response set out in the Appendix to this report as the Council's formal 
response to the interim report by Professor Philip James on the establishment of a Food Standards Agency, 
and to homologate the action taken by the Director of Administration in forwarding the response within the 
timescale for consultation. 
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Director o k- dministrahon 

FSA.LCB 
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De pa rtm ent of Administration 
PO Box 14 
Civic Centre 
Motherwell MLl 1TW 

Our Refi CBEH/SH/IG 
Your Ref: EH/l/lO-TS/AM 
Date: 20 June 1997 

Contact: Mr. Ashley 
Telephone: 01698 302445 
Fa: 01698 275125 

Director of Administration 
John O'Hagan 

Mr Timothy Stone 
Head of Policy Development 
Convention of Scottish Local Authorities 
Rosebery House 
9 Haymarket Terrace 
EDINBURGH EH12 5XZ 

Dear Mr. Stone, 

Food Standards Agency - Professor James Report 

I refer to your letter dated 30 May 1997 enclosing a copy of an interim report by Professor James on the 
establishment of a Food Standards Agency. On behalf of North Lanarkshire Council, I would comment 
on Professor James' proposals as follows:- 

(1) General Comments 

The Report is to be welcomed so long as the suggested format of leaving the responsibility for food 
inspection and control with local authorities is agreed. An autonomous agency such as the Meat 
Hygiene Service where control is removed from local authorities would be neither acceptable nor 
desirable. 

(2) Territorial Arrangements 

The Council would support an independent Food Agency for Scotland provided that it operated 
standards within United Kingdom guidelines. The Council considers that food standards and hygiene 
standards should be the same everywhere and the current situation where the rules on temperature 
control are different north and south of the border do not make sense and must be difficult to operate 
for companies operating premises across the United Kingdom. 

(3) Food Law Enforcement 

(a) Funding should be as per the current system using the existing GAE mechanism. In support of 
this view the preferred model cited by Professor James as the basis for the new Agency ie. the 
Health and Safety Commission, does not issue the funding to local authorities to carry out Health 
and Safety inspections. 

(b) The Council agrees with the view expressed in your letter. 

(c) The Council agrees that there should be a local authority liaison unit. 
< 



2 
21 

Mr Timothy Stone 
Head of Policy DeveIopment 
Convention of Scottish Local Authorities 20 June 1997 

(4) Public Analyst Laboratories 

With regard to the proposal on the public analyst service, the Council agrees that the activities should 
be rationalised but not under a new Agency. The Council considers that they should be rationalised 
under the wing of all the local authorities in Scotland and administered by a Joint Board. 
Consideration should also be given to expanding this service to include in alI cases the bacteriology 
service which at the moment is provided in many instances, including North Lanarkshire, by the 
Health Boards. 

I trust these comments are helpful to you. 

Yours sincerely, 

-67- 
Director of Administration 

FSAGENCISH 




