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Proposed Decision 

To note the report. 

Background 

On 9 June 1997, the Department received information from Belfast Trading Standards 
regarding babies dummies that failed the British Standard (BS 5239). As a result of this on 
11 June 1997, Trading Standards Officers visited the manufacturing premises, Chuckles, in 
Bellshill and procured a representative sample of babies dummies to be tested in 
accordance with the British Standard. These were tested at the City of Glasgow’s Test and 
Calibration Centre where they were found to fail the tensile strength test contained in the 
standard. The Department received the adverse results on 24 June 1997, and after 
discussion with a leading paediatrician, who advised that the dummies were dangerous, 
decided that a Section 14 Suspension Notice made under the Consumer Protection Act 
1987 would be drawn up and served on the manufacturer. This Notice prohibits the 
manufacturer for up to 6 months from supplying, agreeing to supply, offering to supply or 
exposing for supply, babies dummies, and was served on Mr Watson, the proprietor of 
Chuckles, on 25 June 1997. 

A consultant in Public Health with special responsibilities for children’s health for the 
Lanarkshire Health Board, inspected the babies dummies and read the adverse report and 
the British Standard. He agreed that the failure of the British Standard would lead to the 
dummies being unsafe and gave a statement to this effect. 

A press release was drawn up by the Department detailing the dangers of the dummies, 
how to identify them and where to return them. This was issued on 25 June 1997 and all 
Trading Standards authorities in the U.K. were contacted direct. 

The Company has contacted all its customers supplied with the dummies in the last six 
months and has prepared a recall notice which appeared in the Daily Record, Saturday 26 
July 1997. The proprietor has made modifications to the design of the dummy and will 
contact this Department when he is ready to have them re-tested. 




