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AGENDA ITEM NO. m- 3 

To: ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES 

Date: 18th September 1997 
Ref: DJC/MD 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Subject: Welfare of Animals 
(Transport) Order 1997 

V 

PROPOSED DECISION 

To note the contents of the report. 

REPORT 

The provision of the Welfare of Animals (Transport) Order 1997 took effect in Great Britain on 
1 July 1997. 

The Order which has been made to fulfil1 the government's obligation to implement the EC 
Directive 95/29 (which amended EC Directive 911628 on the protection of animals during 
transport) makes general welfare provisions for all livestock journeys. It also revokes and 
replaces much existing legislation on the welfare of animals during transport dating back to the 
nineteen-twenties. Some earlier legislation is being retained for the time being - on the 
cleansing and disinfection of animal transport which is currently being reviewed,. and on vehicle 
standards for staging posts for the resting of animals where EC proposals have yet to be 
finalised. 

The main features of the new Order are as follows:- 

it offers a strong reminder that welfare rules apply to everyone involved in the 
transport and care of animals; 

it introduces a system of licensing those involved in transport. The licensing 
requirements will be kept to a minimum consistent with adequate policing of 
welfare. It will provide the Department with the means to control operators from 
other Member States; 

Government will now have the means to suspend or de-license the few who 
commit serious or repeated breaches of welfare requirements; 

all those who transport by sea or air and on a journey lasting longer than 8 hours 
to another Member State will have to be licensed; 

- it lays down the skills which transporters are expected to have to ensure the 
welfare of animals in their care; 

- it lays an 8 hour maximum for journeys unless the vehicles being used are up to 
a stated standard which includes facilities for ventilation, bedding, feeding, 
watering and access to stock (we expect the majority of British livestock vehicles 
already in commercial use to meet these higher standards); 
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- it caters for journeys involving market stops by introducing less stringent 
documentation requirements; 

- it provides for the Secretary of State to grant exemption from most of the 
requirements of the new Order for journeys within the Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise area, where the particular circumstances so require; 

where animals are transported from our islands in fitted pens and can be 
provided with food and water, time spent at sea will not count against the overall 
journey time; 

- it consolidates a number of existing regulations to simplify legislation in this field; 

Local Authorities will enforce the provision of the Order. 

Comprehensive guidance material to encourage consistent application of the new Regulations 
throughout the country will be issued to enforcement authorities in due course.. 

The Department is in a strong position to implement the new Regulations as Members will be 
aware that the Council now has a full-time Animal Welfare Officer on its staff. 




