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1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 This report seeks to update the Partnership and Committee on the progress made on the 
Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan projects and initiatives. 

2. Background 

2.1 The Airdrie Town Centre Action plan was approved by North Lanarkshire Council's 
Economic Regeneration Committee in March 2005 as a multi-agency and wide ranging 
approach for the regeneration process in Airdrie Town Centre. 

2.2 Environmental Services will continue to build on the successes that have been achieved to 
date in implementing the plan. The following is an update on the individual projects 
contained within the Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan which are under development. 

0 Airdrie Health Centre 

The Airdrie Health Centre project received Scottish Government approval at the end of 
January 2010. Demolition work is due to commence on the Graham Street site in mid-late 
April 2010 and is scheduled to take six months. Construction work is then scheduled to 
proceed for a further eighteen months. The contractor will set up site accommodation within 
the site boundary, with much of the car park then becoming unavailable. Legal obligations 
to maintain certain existing access will be met. The Planning Conditions associated with the 
development state that no more than 60% of the building floorspace shall be occupied until 
additional car parking to meet the requirements of the development (to be provided at 
Hallcraig Street Car Park) is fully constructed to the satisfaction of the Roads Authority. 

0 Airdrie Health Centre - Parking Provision 

The required additional car parking associated with the Airdrie Health Centre development 
is to be provided by creating an additional deck at the Hallcraig Street car park in Airdrie 
Town Centre. 

North Lanarkshire Council has appointed JMP Consulting Engineers as designers for the 
project, which is being jointly funded by the Council, NHSNL and a contribution from the 
developer. A contractor has been appointed to undertake ground investigation (GI) works 
as the first stage of the project, the results of which will inform the final construction details. 
Whilst the GI works are underway, up to 50% of the car park will be closed off. Vehicles will 
be diverted to alternative parking facilities at Mill Street / Airdrie Business Centre car park. 
Work on site is due to commence at the end of April and continue for two weeks. 

A Planning Application has been submitted by North Lanarkshire Council Roads and 
Transportation for the construction of an additional deck at Hallcraig Car Park, creating an 
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additional 158 car parking spaces. The application is currently under consideration; 
determination will be by the Planning and Transportation Committee at the relevant 
committee cycle. 

The current programmed completion date for this project is summer 2011. North 
Lanarkshire Council will own and manage the car park on completion. 

Wellwynd Church 

The contract to redevelop and extend the vacant Wellwynd Church to provide a Social 
Enterprise Centre continues to progress well. Some delays have been experienced due to 
the difficulties involved in redeveloping a site of this nature however the anticipated 
completion date remains the end of July 201 0. 

Details of a lease agreement between North Lanarkshire Council and Clyde Valley Housing 
Association (CVHA) for the building are currently being finalised. 

Clyde Valley Housing Property Services, in partnership with NLC, continue to liaise with 
potential tenants suitable to the intended purpose of the building. A promising level of 
interest has been shown, and early indications are that a significant amount of the space on 
offer could be let on opening. 

3. Town Centre Regeneration Fund Bid 

The Town Centre Regeneration Fund project in Airdrie has involved providing financial 
support to Clyde Valley Housing Association (CVHA) towards the redevelopment of the 
former Orr’s department store building on South Bridge Street, with affordable housing to 
be provided in a new building on the site above new, fit for purpose retail space on the 
ground floor. 

A contractor has been appointed for the project, and a site presence has been established. 
The project involves a 96 week demolition and build programme. Due to the need for all 
access to the site to be taken from the front of the building, the contract will require to be 
sensitively managed and some degree of pedestrian and vehicular disruption will be 
inevitable within the contract period. The contractor has been encouraged to make use of 
nearby vacant retail units within the town centre as site accommodation, to minimise the 
amount of space taken up in the town centre by the contractual operations. 

4. Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note progress made on the projects and 
initiatives contained within the Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan. 

PATRICK KELLY 
Head of Planning 8t Development 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Kirsty Gray on 01236 616251 (17 March 2010) 
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