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AGENDA ITEM NO. .... l a  i. ... (3 .. 

To: ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
COMMilTEE 

- 
From: DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

SERVICES 

Date: 3rd October 1997 
Ref: JT/MD 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Subject: Powers to enable Local 
Authorities to check 
compliance with vehicle 
emissions standards at 
road side. 

PROPOSED DECISiON 

To note the report and submit North Lanarkshire Council's views to the Scottish Office on 
the proposed powers to enable Local Authorities to check compliance with vehicle 
emissions standards at the roadside. 

FINANCIAL RESOURCES 

There may be some financial implications for the Council due to the purchase of necessary 
equipment, additional manpower and possible charges by the Police. 

REPORT 

1. It is the Governments intention using the powers provided by the Environment Act, 
1995 to set a National Air Quality Strategy. A component of that strategy will be the 
grant of discretionary powers to Local Authorities to check vehicle emissions at the 
roadside to ensure that exhaust emissions comply with a prescribed standard. 

2. Roadside checks would be carried out by Local Authority Officers with the 
assistance of the Police to stop vehicles. 
Drivers of vehicles who's vehicles do not comply with prescribed standards would 
be issued with fixed penalty notices in the sum of f60 rising to f90 if not paid within 
28 days. As normal an appeals procedure for drivers who do not agree with the 
issue of a fixed penalty notice would be established. Additionally powers to recover 
cost from non payers through the Civil Courts would be established. 

3. To test the detailed workings of the proposals the Government intends to run seven 
pilot schemes for a period of one year. The areas chosen for the pilot are, 
Birmingham City Council, Bristol City Council, Canterbury City Council, Glasgow 
City Council, Middlesborough Borough Council, The City and County of Swansea 
and Westminster City Council. The Government proposals would not be extended 
beyond these areas to the rest of the country until the pilot areas are evaluated. A 
further round of consultation will take place after this evaluation is complete. 

4. The regulations will not commit Local Authorities in any way,the powers being purely 
discretionary. 

RECOMMENDATION/- 
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RECOMMENDATION 

North Lanarkshire Council supports fully the Governments proposals on powers to enable 
Local Authorities to check compliance with vehicle emission standards at the roadside. It 
will comment further in the second consultation process after it has examined the 
evaluation of the seven pilot areas. 
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C O P Y  II 

Department of Administration 
PO Box 14 
Civic Centre 
Motherwell ML1 1TW 

Our Ref: CA/ES/32/3 LCB/EH Contact: Linda Brownlie 
Your Ref: TME3/6 Telephone: 01698 302484 
Date: 24 October 1997 Fax: 01698 275125 

Director of Administration 
John O‘Hagan 

FIRST CLASS 
Mrs Susan Duncan 
Scottish Office 
Development Department Area 2-E 
Victoria Quay 
EDINBURGH 
EH6 6QQ 

Dear Mrs Duncan, 

Powers to Enable Local Authorities to Check Compliance with Vehicle Emissions Standards at the 
Roadside 

I refer to the consultation document on Powers to Enable Local Authorities to Check Compliance with 
Vehicle Emissions Standards at the Roadside 

I am pleased to advise you that the Council’s response to the consultation document is as set out in the 
paper attached. This has still to be considered by the Environmental Services Committee on behalf of the 
Council. Should there be any alterations I will advise you. 

I trust that the Council’s observations will be of value to you. 

Yours sincgely, h 

Encl. U 

C.C. Chief Executive 
Director of Environmental Services 
Director of Planning and Development 

VKHEMISS.LCB 
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POWERS TO ENABLE LOCAL ALWORITIES TO CHECK COMPLIKYCE 
WITH VEHtCLEEMlSSIONS STANDARDS AT THE ROADSIDE 

The provisions of powers to Local Authorities, in conjunction with other agencies, to monitor vehicle 
emissions standards is to be welcomed. Although poor air quality is not considered to be a significant 
problem within North Lanarkshire other than at isolated "hot spots", the Council is generally in favour 
of measures which result in reduced levels of air pollution emanating from vehicle emissions. It is agreed 
that pilot schemes will assist in identifying issues relating to the scale of the problem, practical and 
financial implications and the short term effect of monitoring and enforcement action. However. the 
Council would wish to reserve final judgement until such time as the results of the trials are known. 

These proposed powers will also allow Enforcement Authorities to combine roadside monitoring with 
other legislative requirements eg animal welfare regulations. 

The Authority to serve Fixed Penalty Notices in pursuance of the Road Vehicles (Construction and Use) 
Regulations 1986 and 1997 Amendment Regulations, Regulations 61 and 98 respectively, support the 
principle of "the Polluter Pays". However, it is important to retain the Local Authority's discretion to 
advise, educate and persuade potential offenders in terms of stationary vehicles, prior to more formal 
action being taken. 

It may be worth considering a scheme similar to the Vehicle Rectification Scheme operated by Strathclyde 
Police whereby the fixed penalty is waived if the vehicle's owner can provide proof that the vehicle's 
emissions have been adjusted to make the said vehicle comply with prescribed emission limits. If a 
similar scheme is not adopted it may be that offenders may continue to offend and take the chance that 
they will not be stopped again. 

The proposals refer to Officers authorised 10 check emissions following a course of training and to serve 
Notice. It may be of considerable benefit to Enforcement Authorities to permit a technically trained 
person to carry out the emission test and for a professionally qualified Officer in other pollution-related 
disciplines, to serve the formal Notice. 

The lack of direct financial support and the discretionary nature of roadside monitoring is likely to result 
in a wide variation in the way in which each Local Authority addresses this issue. 

Should the Council become involved in the testing of vehicle emissions, early consultation with regard 
to the locations and times when testing is to take place would be beneficial in order that the impact on the 
road network may be determined. 

Director of Administration 

CA/ES/32/3 LCB/EH 

24 October 1997 

VEHEMISS.LCB 




