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TO: ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
COMMITTEE. 

FROM: DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES 

DATE: 5TH NOVEMBER, 1997 

REF. EW13/7 GC/JR 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

SUBJECT: 

HOUSES IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION 
PROPOSED CONDITIONS. 

PROPOSED DECISION: 

To agree the introduction of conditions contained in the Appendix to this Report for Houses in Multiple 
Occupation within North Lanarkshire. 

REPORT: 

1.  

1.1 

1.2 

1.3 

1.4 

Consent has now been given by the Secretary of State for the introduction of a Registration 
Scheme for Houses in Multiple Occupation within North Lanarkshire. 

This now places a statutory duty on those persons operating houses in multiple occupation to 
register their premises with the Council. The main object of this is to assist in identifying the 
location of these premises. Arrangements can then be made to inspect them for the purposes of 
compliance with statutory requirements. 

Initial visits are now under way for those premises already known to exist. In accordance with 
Scottish Office recommendations proposed conditions for standards within houses in multiple 
occupation have been drafted and are detailed in the Appendix to this Report. They have been 
compiled following consultation with appropriate Departments and other Agencies. 

Considerable investigative work is also now ongoing to locate appropriate premises which are 
not as yet known to the Council. A significant amount of information has already been provided 
by the Housing Department. Further information is expected from other sources, and 
arrangements will be made to update this information on a regular basis. However, even at this 
time, based on the information already available, it is estimated there may be several hundred 
houses in multiple occupation currently existing within North Lanarkshire. Clearly there will be 
a considerable workload involved to ensure that persons living in this type of premises, many of 
which are the most vulnerable members of society, are able to live in a safe and satisfactory 
standard of accommodation. 

/... 
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1.4 Approval has previously been given for the introduction of a Licensing scheme for appropriate 
premises following the completion of statutory procedures. It is therefore proposed to proceed 
with the identification and inspection of all known houses in multiple occupation and thereafter 
agree appropriate procedures, following a further consultation process. It is intended that 
Licensing proposals will be the subject of a further report in due course. 

RECOMMENDATION 

I recommend that the Committee approve the report and confirm the proposed decision above. 
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APPENDIX I 

1 .o 

1.1 

1.2 

2.0 

2.1 

3.0 

3.1 

3.2 

3.3 

4.0 

4.1 

4.2 

4.3 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

HOUSING IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION 

Conditions ADplicable to Houses in MuItiDle Occupation 

Natural Lighting 

Where possible 
lighting. 

rooms, passageways, staircases and landings should have adequate natural 

Every sleeping room, living room or sitting room must have adequate natural lighting. There 
shall be an area of clear glazing equal to at least 1/15th of the floor area of the room. 

Artificial LiEhting 

Suitable and sufficient artificial lighting must be provided in all parts of the premises 
including stairs and landings. 

Ventilation 

All bedrooms and living rooms must have at least 1 window which can be opened directly to 
the external air. 

Every room used for the purposes of cooking food should be provided with suitable and 
sufficient means of natural/or mechanical ventilation which will effectively remove cooking 
odours from premises whilst at the same time not causing nuisance to surrounding 
properties. 

Every toilet/bathroom/shower room should be provided with suitable sufficient means of 
natural and/or mechanical ventilation. 

Water Su~ply 

Suitable and sufficient supplies of piped running hot and cold water should be provided at all 
sinks, washhand basins, baths and/or showers. 

A suitable and sufficient supply of piped water shall be provided at every water closet 
cistern. 

A wholesome supply of cold water, suitable for drinking purposes, must be provided for use 
of residents. This must be in a readily accessible position within the premises. 

5.0 / 
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5.0 

5.1 

5.2 

6.0 

6.1 

6.2 

6.3 

6.4 

6.5 

6.6 

7.0 

7.1 

8.0 

8.1 

8.2 

9.0 

9.1 

10.0 

Sanitarv Conveniences and Washing Facilities 

The following minimum standards should apply with regard to all persons living in the 
premises. 

Number of persons 

1 - 5  6 -  10 11 -15 16-20  
Number of BathsIShowers 1 2 3 4 
Number of Water Closets 1 2 3 4 
Number of Wash Hand Basins 1 2 3 4 

All sanitary conveniences and washing facilities must be suitably located within the 
premises. 

A suitable number of sinks should be located within the premises at a rate of not less than 1 
sink for every 5 persons or part thereof. 

Satisfactory facilities for cooking must be provided in individual units or in a communal 
kitchen. 

All cookers must have four heating rings, grill and an oven. 

Where communal cooking is intended, there must be at least one cooker for every 5 persons 
but no common kitchen may contain more than two cooker. 

Where there is a common kitchen, then one sink with a hot and cold water supply and drainer 
must be provided for up to 5 people and this ratio should apply for any additional numbers. 

Suitable and sufficient worktop areas with impervious surfaces must be provided for 
preparing food. 

Suitable and sufficient facilities should be provided for the storage of food and this must 
include a refrigerator for every 5 persons or part thereof. 

Drainage 

All sanitary pipework, fittings and appliances shall be properly connected to the drainage 
system serving the property which in turn should discharge into a main sewerage system. 

Heatin3 

Suitable means of heating should be provided throughout the premises. 

Heating appliances should either be gas, electric or solid fuel and be capable of maintaining a 
minimum temperature in each letting unit of at least 18°C. 

R e f u s e 1  

Adequate refuse receptacles should be provided in each separate let and in any communal 
kitchen areas. Refuse disposal arrangements should be in accordance with current Council 
requirements. 

I... 
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10.0 

10.1 

10.2 

11.0 

11.1 

11.2 

11.3 

11.4 

12.0 

12.1 

12.2 

13.0 

13.1 

14.0 

14.1 

14.2 

14.3 

Fire Safety Precautions 

Adequate means of escape in the case of fire must be provided throughout the premises, 

The Building Control Department will be responsible for specifying fire safety precautions 
for each property. These should include the provision of smoke detectors, the annual 
maintenance of gas appliances, fire rating of external fixtures and fittings etc., following 
consultation with the Fire Authority. 

Overcrowding 

No two persons, of opposite sex, aged 10 years or over, and not living as husband and wife, 
shall be required to sleep in the same room. 

The minimum floor area per person for a room used only as a bedroom shall be 7m2. 

The minimum floor area per person for a room used as a bed-sitting room shall be 10m2. 

Any area below 2m. in height shall be excluded for the purposes of calculating minimum 
floor areas. 

Access 

All rooms should be suitably located whereby it is not necessary for other persons living in 
other letting rooms to pass through them to gain access to their rooms and/or other facilities 
within the premises. 

All stairs leading to appropriate attic accommodation must comply with current Building 
Regulation requirements. 

Storage of Personal Effects 

Each person shall be provided with a minimum storage space of 1.5m3. 

General 

A person must be appointed to have control of a house in multiple occupation. 
(The appointed person may be the owner). 

The owner and/or the person having control of the house must ensure that the following 
structures, fittings and fixtures are repaired, maintained, cleaned, decorated and kept in good 
order. 

[i] 
[ii] 
[iii] 
[iv] all roofs and windows; 
[VI 
[vi] 
[vii] 

all means of water supply and drainage; 
all washhand basins, baths, showers and water closets; 
all kitchen sinks and associated cooking food storage facilities; 

all common staircases, corridors and passageways; 
all means of heating and lighting; and 
all outbuildings, yards and gardens. 

I... 
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14.3 The owner and/or person having control of the house must make suitable arrangements for 
the following:- 

allowing access to all parts of the premises at any reasonable time to a duly 
authorised officer of the Council; 

ensuring that any pets are kept in such a condition and under control at all times so as 
not to cause nuisance: 

ensuring that all refuse is removed from the house to an external collection point for 
uplift to the satisfaction of the Council; 

ensuring that all aspects relating to means of escape from the premises in the event of 
fire are maintained in proper repair and good order and kept free from obstruction. 

ensuring that the premises are kept in such order and the occupants conduct 
themselves in such a manner as not to cause nuisance, including noise nuisance, to 
other persons living within and around the premises. 

Note: A Management Order can be applied in cases where the house is in an 
unsatisfactory state due to the failure to maintain proper standards of management. 

CONTROL ORDERS 

Can be applied in cases where living conditions in the house are such that it is necessary to protect 
the safety, welfare or health of persons living in the house. 
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