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1.5

The existing Dalmacoulter Landfill Site accepts 110,000 tonnes of refuse each year and is
coming to the end of its life and depending on whether or not geotechnical problems which
have recently arisen, on its western boundary, can be resolved, the site may only have a
year of its life remaining. This problem is the subject of a separate report to the Committee.
Members will recall that in an effort to save on its revenue budget in the current year that it
was decided to terminate the contract with Messrs. Shanks & McEwan to dispose of all the
refuse from the former Cumbernauld and Kilsyth District at their Greengairs Site. This
increased input has of course reduced the life of the site.

I.6

The current situation with regard to refuse disposal within the Council area is that refuse
from the former Strathkelvin area is disposed of at the City of Glasgow Council’s transfer
station at Easter Queenslie while all the refuse from the former Districts of Cumbernauld
and Kilsyth and Monklands is disposed of at Dalmacoulter. The refuse from the former
Motherwell District Area is disposed of at Auchinlea Landfill Site, Cleland, which has, as
Members will again recall, in the last few weeks seen the completion of phase one of an
extension programme. This new phase will last only until August, 1998, and the site will
require capital investment in each of the next few years for the continuing development of
each succeeding phase.

I.7

Summary
North Lanarkshire Council disposes of approximately 250,000 tonnes of refuse each year
and requires both landfill sites, Dalmacoulter and Auchinlea to accommodate this quantity.
If either landfill site were to close it would have to be replaced with a refuse transfer station
and vehicles to take its allocation to the other site or alternatively all the refuse collection
routes would require to be reorganised, a situation that would lead to additional vehicles
and crews being required to accommodate the building-in of additional tip running time for
some of the vehicles to travel to the other site. The only other alternative is for the Council
to consider the seeking of tenders for the private disposal of some or all of its waste.

2.0

Report

2.1

The difficulties and discussions referred to at paragraph 1.4 above has involved this
Department, with assistance from Planning and Development and Legal Departments, in
tripartied discussions with Scottish Coal and G.M. Mining without, to date, a satisfactory
resolution of the problems.

2.2

The difficulties arise mainly from the fact that the site which Scottish Coal promised to sell
to the Council is bisected by Dykehead Road, Airdrie. It was intended at the time when the
agreement was signed and later when Planning Consent for both the landfill site and also
the opencast project were obtained, that this road would be stopped up and a large water
main diverted all at the expense of Scottish Coal. However the new site owner G.M.
Mining do not intend to stop up the road or divert the water main which leaves the Council
with a Planning Agreement for a landfill site bisected by a road.

2.3

G.M. Mining still intend to remove the coal from the both sides of the road and have applied
for an amendment to their planning consent to allow a temporary road crossing over
Dykehead Road. This road bisects the proposed landfill site in proportion by area of
approximately two thirds to one third.

2.4

The Council would therefore appear to have three options :a]

b]

Accept that Dykehead Road will stay in place and opt to develop the larger of the two
areas as a landfill site thereby losing approximately one third of the original proposal.
The smaller area to the south of Dykehead is too small to support the necessary
infrastructure which would be required if it were to be considered on its own.
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